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JACK THORP APPLAUDS COURT AFFIRMATION IN HIGH-PROFILE 

WAGONER COUNTY CASE 
 

WAGONER, Okla. – The Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals affirmed the successful 

prosecution of a Wagoner County man convicted of killing a family’s animals and burning down 

their home in 2014. 

 

The court denied the final appeal of Michael Lee Smith, 60, on Friday, saying Smith failed to 

prove the state presented insufficient evidence to support Smith’s prior confession, and 

prosecutorial errors interfered with his right to a fair trial. 

 

“We appreciate the appeals court’s affirmation of the hard work First ADA Josh King and the 

District 27 staff put into this prosecution,” Thorp said.  “This was a complex case with several 

elements, and I’m proud of the effort my office put into bringing a serious criminal to justice.” 

 

The investigation into Smith began on May 20, 2014, when deputies with the Wagoner County 

Sheriff’s Office were called to investigate a fire-ravaged home where animals were found shot to 

death. 

 

“The first layer was the arson,” said Thorp, “but once investigators started sifting through the 

aftermath, they found dogs had been trapped in a kennel and shot dead, and a horse chased down 

and shot multiple times before the kill shot to the head.  That’s a level of calculation and rage 

that warranted vigorous prosecution on every charge we could level.” 

 

In February, the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals affirmed drug-related convictions and a 

12-year sentence stemming from the same Wagoner County case.  When investigators executed a 

search warrant on the home Mike Smith shared with his daughter, they found drugs and 

paraphernalia, in violation of probation for a Texas drug conviction. 

 



“Mike Smith will be well into his 80s by the time he gets out of prison,” Thorp said.  “We feel 

like this is a good day for the citizens of Wagoner County.” 

 

In addition to his 12-year sentence for the drug-related crimes, Smith will serve 32 years on 

convictions of first-degree arson and three counts of cruelty to animals. 

 

Oklahoma’s District 27 is comprised of Adair, Cherokee, Sequoyah and Wagoner Counties. 

 

#### 

  



 

 

From the Office of Jack Thorp  307 E. Cherokee 

District Attorney  Wagoner, OK 74467 

Oklahoma District 27  (918)485-2119 

 

 

 

Background facts from trials: 

 

 February 2014 – Wayne Smith threatened a resident of a home in the 22500 block of S. 

365 E. Ave., inciting an altercation and injuring the resident’s eye. 

 May 2014 – Wagoner County deputies responded to a house fire in the 22500 block of S. 

365 E. Ave., where they found two dogs and a horse shot to death. 

 August 2014 – Mike and Wayne Smith were arrested under suspicion of arson and animal 

cruelty. 

 September 2014 – Wayne Smith was jailed without bond on a pre-revocation warrant out 

of Texas, where he was in violation of a Dallas County probation for drug-related 

convictions.  The Texas conviction carried a sentence of 40 years if Smith violated the 

terms of his probation. 

 September 2014 – The District 27 district attorney charged Michael Lee Smith with 

unlawful possession with intent to distribute, possession of CDS in the presence of a 

minor and unlawful possession of drug paraphernalia based on the return search warrant. 

 February 2016 – Mike Smith was found guilty of possession of CDS in the presence of a 

minor and unlawful possession of drug paraphernalia; and not guilty of unlawful 

possession with intent to distribute. 

 October 2016 – Mike Smith was convicted of first-degree arson and three counts of 

cruelty to animals. 

 March 2016 – Mike Smith’s legal team filed a notice of intent to appeal the drug-related 

convictions. 

 February 15, 2018 – Oklahoma Criminal Court of Appeals affirms district court 

convictions and sentences. 
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